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Some of you may have already seen the below communication 
from the Salt Ponds Coalition regarding excessive amounts of 

both Coliform and Enterococcus bacteria based on recent water 
quality monitoring.  Please read the notification carefully and act 

accordingly.  
 

SPC has received several calls regarding the condition of the salt 
ponds.  Over the years we have reported the impact of high nutrient 

levels in the ponds, which are exacerbated by runoff from rainfall.  The 
results are low dissolved oxygen, turbidity, increased algal production 

including plankton blooms and high bacterial concentrations. 
 

Recent heavy rains plus high temperatures have created a perfect storm 

of stressors to the pond ecosystem.   Many of you have complained 
about huge algal mats floating and washing up on the shore.  This is 

mostly filamentous green and blue-green algae indicative of high 
nutrient levels.  Others have reported reddish plankton blooms, which 

may be a stressor to shellfish. 
 

Of major concern is that the past two sets of our water quality 
monitoring data shows excessive amounts of both Coliform and 

Enterococcus bacteria in practically all sites within all the salt ponds. 
Coliform bacteria is an indicator of fecal matter, whether human or 

animal. The federal standard (Food & Drug Administration) for Coliform 
is a median value of 14 bacterial colonies/ 100 ml of water. This is the 

indicator for certification of shellfish grounds. The USEPA standard for 
safe swimming is based on Enterococcus bacteria, and excess of 35 

bacterial colonies is considered unsafe. Since there is no actual 



correlation between high levels of either, we test for both. In this case, 

we have high levels of both Coliform & Enterococcus. 
 

Therefore, we caution pond users to be careful and take preventative 
measures. How the state agencies will handle this is unknown at this 

time, but we owe it to our members and the public to be informed. 
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